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     Fall 2016 

"Meeting Seafarers’ 
Needs Since 1982” 

     The 16th Annual International Night Out once again was an outstanding evening 

of superb and unique cuisine, lively music, and a silent auction of items that were 

crowd pleasers. 

 

     Executive Chef Dale Ford and Chef Eric, from the Jekyll Island Hotel food and 

beverage staff, planned and prepared a delicious and eclectic spread. The food sta-

tions included the foods of Brazil, France, Spain, Oceans of the World. A fourth 

station served unique desserts of chocolate bread pudding, European crepes, key 

lime pie, and peanut butter and Oreo bites. Each station was accompanied with a 

free flow of paired wine and beer from around the world. Esther and Nikki, servers 

at the Brazilian Food and Tapas station, said they have worked International Night 

Out in the past, and they were happy to be a part of the celebration again this year.   

 

Continued on page 6… 

16th Annual  International Night Out  Another Success 
By Jeanine Gehringer 
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Board of Directors 

ISC Staff 

A NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR… 
Valerie Crumpton 

     The events that un-

folded in the first week 

of October 2016 will 

certainly leave an indeli-

ble mark on all of us 

living here on the South-

east coast. Hurricane 

Matthew unleashed its 

fury in the Caribbean, 

Haiti, Cuba, Dominican 

Republic, Bahamas, and along the coasts of 

Florida, Georgia and the Carolinas, leaving a 

trail of destruction and loss of life. Prayers 

were flowing everywhere and it was very 

heartening to see, especially on social media, 

how the community of people who were af-

fected and those who were not, uplifted each 

other in prayer and support. We are thankful 

that both our Centers sustained no physical 

damage and that all we got were debris in the 

yard. We are also thankful that our staff and 

volunteers are safe and I am pretty certain that 

the storm stories will be the “talk of the Cen-

ter” in the weeks to come. Our prayers contin-

ue for the recovery and rebuilding efforts in 

the affected communities and especially for 

those who have been displaced or who have 

lost loved ones. 
 
     On September 23rd, 2016, the ISC hosted 

its 16th Annual International Night Out at 

Morgan Center on Jekyll Island. It was a night 

to remember! The food was from out of this 

world (literally) and many thanks to Executive 

Chef Dale Ford and his team for creating an 

amazing global food experience and to the 

banquet staff of the Jekyll Island Club Hotel 

for their attentive service. Music entertain-

ment provided by Stan Walker and the 

Coastal Empire Orchestra and Michael Hulett 

was absolutely fabulous allowing guests to 

dance the night away. The silent auction was 

also a success. This memorable evening was 

made possible by our sponsors, donors, and 

volunteers to whom we are so very grateful.       

    

     Tis’ the season for our Christmas-at-

Sea program to get started. Please consider 

donating ditty bags or wrapped shoe boxes 

of 15 items that will be distributed to sea-

farers in port from Thanksgiving Day to 

Orthodox Christmas that falls on January 

7th, 2017. The list of items can be found at 

the back of this newsletter. This is a spe-

cial time of the year for us to give thanks 

for our blessings and in turn share it with 

others among us. Seafarers who do not get 

to celebrate the season with loved ones at 

home do appreciate the gifts they receive 

with grateful hearts. So don’t hesitate to 

also invite your churches, civic groups, 

friends and family to participate in the 

program. 
 
     I end this note with a prayer adapted 

from the Book of Common Prayer of The 

Episcopal Church for quiet confidence as 

we work together to rebuild and regain our 

lives in the weeks and months to come: 
 
“O God of peace, who hast taught us that 

in returning and 

rest we shall be saved, in quietness and 

confidence shall be 

 our strength: By the might of thy Spirit 

lift us, we pray thee, 

  to thy presence, where we may be still 

and know that thou 

art God; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.” 
 
     Yours in Christ, 
     Valerie 
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ADMIRAL SPONSOR 
Christ Church Frederica 

Southeast Georgia Health System 
 

COMMODORE SPONSOR 
Georgia Ports Authority 

Golden Isles Maritime Club 
International Auto Processing 

St. William Catholic Church 
 

CAPTAIN SPONSOR 
Georgia Stevedore Association 

  

COMMANDER SPONSOR 
Georgia Pacific Cellulose 

Logistec U.S.A. 
Navy League of the United States Golden Isles Council 

Ports America 
Stevedoring Services of America 

T. Parker Host 
Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics 

 

THIRD MATE SPONSOR 
Ron and Mary Adams 

Rev. Al and Val Crumpton 
Bill and Wanda Dawson 

Dr. Patrick Holladay 
Norman and Mary Jane Haft 

Rick and Linda Haines 
Nick and Emily Hart 

Henry and Julia Harvey  
Jack and Jeanne Earle McConnell 

Dr. and Mrs. William Stewart Mounts Jr. 
James Vivenzio 

George Yarborough 

(912) 267-0631                                                                                                                                                     www.seafarerscenter.org 

The ISC Board and Management would like to express our heartiest thanks and gratitude to the following 

sponsors, donors and volunteers who contributed to the overall success of our  

166h Annual International Night Out: 

2016 CORPORATE SPONSORS 
   2016 INO VOLUNTEERS 

INO 2016 COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 

Chairman 
George Yarborough 

Sponsorships 
Bill Dawson 
Chris Wynns 

Silent Auction Coordinator 
Linda Haines 

Silent Auction Team Members 
Muriel Christin 

Gail Cowan 
Iris Shadrick 

 

EVENT VOLUNTEERS 
Gail Cowan 

Rev. Al Crumpton 
D. Andrea Davis 

Don and Jeanine Gehringer 
Jean Choate 
Fredi Fenster 
Sharon Fisher 

Rick Haines 
Lynn Hamil 

Sharon and Rick Hindery 
Susan Irwin 

Dan & Diane Lawton 
Carol Lowery 
Bob Meyer 

Rev. Becky Rowell 
Paul Salter 

Iris Shadrick 
Melanie Spivey 

Dolores and Claude Vendette 
James Vivenzio 

Doris Ward 
Richard Watson 

Our special thanks also go to Michael Hulett, Stan Walker and the Coastal Empire Orchestra for sharing 

their gift of music and to the staff and management of the Jekyll Island Club Hotel for their unwavering  

support and wonderful cooperation that made the evening memorable and most delectable. 
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Ace Garden Center 

Rev. Al & Val Crumpton 

B & J’s Steak and Seafood 

Ben Galland 

Bill and Wanda Dawson 

Blackwater Grill 

Brogen’s South 

Brunswick Actors’ Theatre 

Brunswick Country Club 

Brunswick Pilot Boat Corp. 

CJ’s Pizza 

Café Frederica 

Camden Art League 

 Mary Jane Jones 

 Carol Ludwigson 

 Carol Morris 

 Eloise Wright 

Catch 228 Oyster Bar and Grill 

Cherry Chambers 

Christ Church Frederica Episcopal 

 Church Women (ECW) 

Coastal Georgia Inshore Charter 

Coastal Kitchen 

Coastal Outdoor Adventures 

Crabdaddy’s Seafood Bar & Grill 

Credle Adventures 

Daddy Cates 

Days Inn and Suites 

Delaney’s Bistro and Bar 

Douglas Edelen 

Driftwood Bistro 

Ember 

Fancy Q Sushi Bar and Grill 

Florida Falun Dafa Association 

        (presenter of Sheng Yun) 

Fox’s Pizza Den 

Frederica House 

George Yarborough 

Georgia Sea Grill 

Georgia Theatre Company 

G.J. Ford Book Store 

Halyards 

Hampton Inn Jekyll 

Hank Fahl 

Indigo Coastal Shanty 

Island Sweet Shoppe 

Jack and Jean Earle McConnell 

James Vivenzio 

Jekyll Island Authority 

Jekyll Island Club Hotel 

Jekyll Wharf Marina 

John and June Galland 

Kennedy Outfitters 

King and Prince Beach & Golf 

Resort 

Latitude 31* 

Little Saint Simons Island 

Loco’s 

Magnolia Garden Club 

Mallory Street Café 

Margaritaville Holdings 

Marshside Grill & Bar 

McGarvey’s Wee Pub Beach 

Milhouse Steak House 

Monkey Wrench Bike Shop 

Mullet Bay 

Outback Steakhouse 

Palmer’s Village Café 

Pam Mueller 

Pet Exchange 

Red Bug Motors 

Richard and Gail Cowan 

Rick and Linda Haines 

Ron and Mary Adams 

Sanctuary Cove Golf Club 

Sandcastle Café and Grill 

Savannah Bee Company 

Serenity Spa 

Southeast Adventure Outfitters 

Sea Island Acquisitions 

Skipper’s Fish Camp 

Southern Soul BBQ 

Sugar Marsh Cottage Specialty               

 Confections 

The Half Shell at the Pier 

Three Oaks Farm and Equestrian    

 Services, Inc. 

Tideland Kayaks 

Tipsy McSway’s Bar & Grill 

Tramici 

Village Inn & Pub 

Waterfront Wine & Gourmet 

Westin Hotel and Resort Jekyll 

Zachry’s Seafood & Steak Restaurant 

TO OUR SILENT AUCTION SPONSORS, ABOVETO OUR SILENT AUCTION SPONSORS, ABOVETO OUR SILENT AUCTION SPONSORS, ABOVE   

THANK YOU THANK YOU   
FOR YOUR SUPPORT!FOR YOUR SUPPORT!FOR YOUR SUPPORT!   



“Ocean going ships will always inspire young minds to raise 

their head and look to the horizon and over the seas.” 

Captain Jan Eriksson, Master of M/V AIDA 
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     When Port as Classroom (PAC) started its eighth year on        

September 20
th
 with an orientation to the program class at Risley  

Middle School, Jack McConnell presented the students with a new 

brochure describing PAC, and told the students it was to become like 

a bible – they were to keep it with them as a guide to living in the class 

throughout the year! 
 

     The new brochure (available at the International Seafarers’      

Center) does indeed describe not only PAC, but outlines the im-

portance of the Port of Brunswick and brings the students, seafarers, 

and others together to learn about our Port’s part in global trade. 
 

     With such an exciting introduction, the students were ready for 

their first ship visit the next week.  On September 27
th
 they went 

aboard the MV Tonsberg, the fourth Wilhelmsen ship to carry this 

name.  The ship is named after the Norwegian coastal town where 

Wilhelmsen was founded in 1861 and built to celebrate the 150
th
 

anniversary of the Wilhelmsen line.  In June 2012, Tonsberg, was 

awarded “Ship of the Year 2011” by the Japan Society of Naval   

Architects and Ocean Engineers, recognizing its efficiency and envi-

ronmental compatibility. 

     With Captain Singh Inderjeet as their guide, the students were 

enthralled as he introduced himself as “Master of this vessel!”  He 

told them his home was India and then swapped greetings in both 

Hindu and English. Captain Inderjeet answered questions about his 

family, his responsibilities aboard the ship, and how long he had been 

at sea.  The group then toured the bridge and learned about the 

equipment involved in running such a vessel. As they toured they saw 

the crew’s living quarters, the galley, the recreation area, and were 

greeted by many of the Filipino crew.  They could hardly believe all 

the Mercedes cars “rolling off” the ship!  

 

     They ended the visit in a meeting room outside the captain’s 

office and were treated to cookies and Coca Cola made in South 

Africa! Yet another experience the students would not have had 

without this unique program! 
 

     The next class featured local VIP Bill Dawson, General Manag-

er, Port of Brunswick.  Mr. Dawson’s presentation gave a thorough 

overview of the Port’s activities and economic impact on our area.  
 

     He told the students that one of the more important growth 

projects underway is a permit request under consideration for a 

fourth berth at Colonel’s Island. This new berth is intended to pro-

vide an additional RO/RO (roll on, roll off) berth to support the 

growing automobile import/export operations.  
 

     He explained the Port of Brunswick’s uniqueness as a non-

containerized port with wood products from Mayor’s Point to au-

tomobiles and heavy equipment at Colonel’s Island. Ranking as 

the second busiest port for total import/export of automobiles, it is 

also the fastest growing auto port in the nation.  
 

     Location, location, location is so important  in industry and, as 

Mr. Dawson pointed out to everyone, Brunswick has one of the 

best transportation networks in the southeast with two Class 1 rail-

roads and an interstate  with capability of reaching as far west as 

Texas and the Mississippi River. The short distance from open 

water to the Brunswick Terminals supports the infrastructure in-

vestments being made and are paying powerful dividends securing 

Brunswick as a significant trade center in the Southeast.   
 

     He also addressed the importance of deepening the harbor and 

maintaining the necessary depth and width in order to allow the 

newer and larger ships now passing through the new Panama   

Canal to visit Brunswick. It is as important to keep the water high-

way navigational as it is to keep the interstate highway maintained to 

continue the economic growth of this community.  
 

     Throughout Mr. Dawson’s presentation, the students answered 

a questionnaire containing significant points they should remem-

ber.  Can you answer some of these questions? Risley PAC      

students can! 
 

1.)Approximately how many jobs are impacted through the 

Colonel’s Island Port? 

2.)What type of cargo has the largest local and national eco-

nomic impact? 

3) What is an example of a wood product exported from 

Mayor’s Point  Terminal? 

Port as Classroom is a project in performance-based, multi-cultural 

education. The unique location of Brunswick’s port gives the Interna-

tional Seafarers’ Center the facilities and capabilities to bring stu-

dents, seafarers and others together to learn about our port’s part in 

global trade. 
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 16th Annual International Night Out Continued from page 1... 

 

    Michael Hulett and the Coastal Empire Orchestra set the mood with their exquisite music of jazzy and ro-

mantic dance tunes. Debbie Tsang, who came to enjoy the music of her saxophone player friend EJ, was proba-

bly the guest who came the farthest distance to attend the event. She had flown in to Atlanta from Singapore, 

and had stopped in Brunswick on her way to a conference in New Jersey. 
 

      Joe and Phyllis Gasko said the highlight of their evening was going to the silent auction again…and again…

and again. The kaleidoscope of the items offered kept each viewer involved in finding a treasure just for them. 

Silent Auction Donor gifts included a trip to Little St. Simons Island, Jimmy Buffet memorabilia, golf resort gift 

certificates, a large variety of restaurants, Monkey Wrench Bike Shop, pet exchanges, spa certificates, and many 

gift baskets. Guests circled the tables and made their bids until bidding was closed at 8:30 pm. 

 

     International Night Out is an annual event that many participants look forward to each year. The evening is 

well received by all who attend, and the funds raised from the evening support ISC operations and programs 

designed to meet the emotional, spiritual, physical, and material needs of the 12,000 seafarers who visit the Port 

of Brunswick annually.  

INO Photo Gallery continued on page 7... 
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INO Photo Gallery continued from 

page 6... 
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     We bowed our head as Rajid and "Chief Cook" 
said grace and at that moment grace was given to us. 
 

     My wife Sharon loves ships visits. She is a happy 
adventurer climbing the gang plank or walking up the 
ship's ramp to "chat up" the captain and find out about 
the crew of our arriving ships and how we might be 
able to serve them. 
 

     Since May we have had adventures with people 
from around the world although the farthest that we 
have traveled is the 28 miles from our home to the 
port. 
 

     By Thursday evening the visit to the "Strategic   
Harmony" had been completed by other volunteers. 
Our jobs would be hospitality and transportation. 
 

     About 7:30 I was contacted by two crew members 
who wanted to visit the center. Like so many of the 
sailors I've met, Chief Cook and Rajid were excited to 
leave the ship for a break and they were very talkative. 
We chatted for a little while and then our two guests 
got on the internet and called home. After touching 
base with their families in India, Chief Cook found 
our guitar. He had taught himself to play and wanted 
to buy a guitar if only he could find one. Sharon 
helped him locate a pawn shop in Brunswick that had 
musical instruments for sale and we got him the info to 
go there the next day when he would also buy 40 kilos 
of onions for the 15 day trip to Belgium. 
 

     Rajid found a pair of shoes in our clothes closet 
and a Rosary that had been donated. His Rosary had 
been broken and he could not believe that both items 
were free and his to keep.  Our two new friends from 
India stayed till 9:30 and as I got ready to take them 
back to their ship Cook asked us to breakfast Friday 
morning 
 

     One of the hardest things for me to do has been to 
accept the small favors that have been offered when we 
are on a ship. My brain understands that our hosts 
want to make us comfortable while we perform our 
visits but some hard spot in my emotions makes it 
hard for me to accept anything more than a glass of 
water. 
 

     I must be a slow learner for it took me a while to 
appreciate the joy that hospitality gives to those who 
give and those who receive. 
     Our guests were enthusiastic and excited about the 
chance to show us their ship and treat us to breakfast. 
They were pleased to find out that Sharon and I en-
joyed Indian food and that we would enjoy whatever 
they normally had. 
 

     At eight on Friday morning we sat down to two vari-
eties of curried potatoes and plates of puri, a wonder-
ful puffed Indian bread.  Better than food though was 
the conversation. They told how they left the moun-
tains of Northern India to become sailors. Sharon got 
a quick lesson in making puri and she had the oppor-
tunity to tour another new ship. Our pictures were tak-

AMAZING GRACE 
Rick Hindery 

en with some of the crew and somewhere on the Indi-
an subcontinent people have seen us in "selfies" sent by 
seafaring friends. 
 

     Our breakfast was wonderful and since we love the 
sea any adventure on a ship is exciting even if the ship 
is tied to the dock 
 

     What is more important is something that we felt at 
breakfast as a brief prayer was said. Grace is given in 
abundance as strangers become friends and the moun-
tains of Northern India moved ever so slightly toward 
the low country that is our Georgia coast. 

 

Ribbon Cutting ceremony at Logistec for the  
new grain facility 

Crew from the ‘Century Venus’ enjoying themselves  
at our Newcastle facility on the evening of  
October 11, 2016...the first day the center  

re-opened after Hurricane Matthew. 
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WE ACCEPT GOOD USED  

MEN'S CLOTHING! 

 
Our clothes closets for the seafarers  

are nearly empty.  Are yours full?   

Bring your donations to our main Center at 307  

Newcastle Street in Brunswick. 

The seafarers will thank you. 

 



Have a passion for the maritime life?  Enjoy learn-
ing about world cultures? Like making new 
friends?  

Call us at 912-267-0631 to find out how you can be 
involved in our mission.  

Volunteer or Donate, we need your support. 
Please call 912-267-0631 today! 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!! 

 

 

 

The Golden Isles Maritime Club is the only 

community organization dedicated to       

supporting Brunswick’s local maritime  

community.  It is a principal supporter of the 

International Seafarers’ Center, the Golden 

Isles Maritime Day, Port-as-Classroom  

project and other educational and historical 

initiatives. 

 

Interested in joining the club…check out 

our website at www.maritimeclub.org 
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Paul Salter and Robert Randall at Coast Fest 2016 

http://www.maritimeclub.org
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     Southeast Georgia Health System’s Ribbon of Hope 
is a health care specialty boutique, but items such as 
wigs, scarves, prosthetics and lotions provide more than 
material comfort to cancer patients. Ribbon of Hope 
helps those undergoing chemotherapy and radiation 
treatment feel better about themselves and their appear-
ance during an emotional and transitional time in their 
lives, offering exactly what its name implies: hope.  
 

     Stephanie Shuman, boutique coordinator and certi-
fied mastectomy fitter (CMF), greets everyone who en-
ters Ribbon of Hope with a warm smile. Her soft-
spoken approach is calming and reassuring as she ex-
plains the customized compression garments, mastecto-
my bras and wigs available at the boutique. Fashion ac-
cessories and specialty gift items are also available to 
offer comfort, motivation and inspiration. These items 
include lotions and lip balms specifically designed to 
combat various skin problems resulting from cancer 
treatments and swimwear that provides more coverage 
and pouches for prosthetics. An assortment of hats, 
scarves and turbans are also available. 
 

     Despite the wide variety of health care and inspira-
tional gift items, the hallmark of Ribbon of Hope is the 
personalized care and fittings that Shuman pro-
vides. Shuman earned her mastectomy fitter certifica-
tion in 2014 by the Board of Certification/
Accreditation International at the request of her pa-
tients, many of whom inquired about mastectomy bras 
while being fitted for compression sleeves. 
 

     Shuman describes herself as more of an artist than a 
bra fitter. “Following a mastectomy, the chest walls are 
uneven, so measuring for the correct size and shape of 
the prosthesis is key,” she explains. “But I must also 

SOUTHEAST GEORGIA HEALTH SYSTEM  
Ribbon of Hope Offers More than Material Comfort 
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take into consideration the type of surgery a patient 
endured, scar tissue and the different breast weights 
available. Without the correct breast form and weight, it 
becomes obvious something is not right and the pros-
thetic will be physically uncomfortable as well.” 
 

     Ribbon of Hope also carries an extensive line of 
wigs. Shuman says wigs have become a popular way to 
change one’s everyday look and make a fashion state-
ment. Patients often bring their family or friends with 
them when trying the many wig styles. “We have wig 
parties and take pictures,” says Shuman. “They are a lot 
of fun and help make light of what can be a traumatic 
time in a patient’s life.” 
 

     Della Ellis of Waynesville, Ga., couldn’t agree more. 
Still battling cancer, Ellis lives a life of courage, faith 
and hope and says Ribbon of Hope helps underscore 
that.  
 

     “Stephanie is so kind and helpful,” says Ellis. “She is 
a sweet person with a great attitude. I look forward to 
coming to see her at the boutique because if she and 
the Ribbon of Hope weren’t here, I probably wouldn’t 
be able to get the services I need.” 
 

     “And that is what Ribbon of Hope is all about,” em-
phasizes Shuman. “Doing the right thing and taking 
care of people in our community.” 
 

     Shuman says her passion for her job and helping 
patients comes from a history of cancer in her own 
family. She feels personally rewarded by positively im-
pacting other people’s lives. “It feels good when I make 
someone feel better about themself,” she admits. 
 

     “Stephanie is very passionate and caring about what 
she does,” adds Ellis. “She gives me comfort and hope 
during a very traumatic time.” 
 

     Ribbon of Hope is located in the Medical Plaza at 
3025 Shrine Road, adjacent to the Southeast Georgia 
Health System Brunswick Campus. The boutique is 
open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Walk-ins 
are always welcome, but for more personalized service, 
appointments are recommended and can be made by 
calling 912-264-3939. After-hours appointments are 
also available. For more information, visit        
sghs.org/roh. 

 
 
Stephanie Shuman, CMF, 
certified mastectomy 
fitter and boutique coor-
dinator, Ribbon of Hope, 
Southeast Georgia Health 
System, with Della Ellis of 
Waynesville, Ga. 
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