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Hamb-Diggity Dog
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“Hot dogs, hamburgers, come get ’em while they’re hot!” was the cry on March
20, 2018, as the celebration to honor our amazing volunteers got underway. Although we were supposed to convene on St. Simons Island at Neptune Park,
mother nature had a different idea. As the wind howled outside, a quieter subtler
aromatic wind was floating throughout the Seafarers’ Center. Sixty-five volunteers
enjoyed an evening of food, fun, and fellowship while hearing about new things
happening at ISC. Thank you to Capt. Phillip Kempton and Bob Miller for representing ISC the Board.
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By Vicki West

A big THANK YOU to Bob Walton, Van Black, and Capt. Phillip (see photo
below) for being tenacious in the grilling process, even though the grill was less
than fully cooperative. After the delicious grilled meats and the amazing sides that
our volunteers provided, decadent desserts, also from the volunteers, were enjoyed.
Numerous volunteers also luxuriated in free chair massages provided by Wellman Fitness Center.
What a fantastic evening! What an outstanding “family” of volunteers we have
that makes the ISC the success that it is!! The entire Staff and Board take our hats
off to you. More photos from the ISC Volunteer Party can be found on page 5.

ISC Calendar
ISC Yard Sale
Save, clean, and
pre-price your
donations

5/19
8:00 AM
til
2:00 PM

Golden Isles Maritime
Club Golf Outing

5/19

Volunteer Training
New Point of
Sale System
307 Newcastle Street

5/24
9:30 AM
or
2:00 PM

Board Sponsored
Low Country Boil
To Honor
ISC Volunteers

6/16
6:30 to
8:00 PM
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A NOTE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR…
Vicki West

Isaiah 44:4 “They will spring up like grass in a meadow,
like poplar trees by flowing streams.”
Welcome to the season of new reveals and opportunities!!! After a
L…O…N…G and very chilly Winter, SPRING HAS SPRUNG!! Although, during Winter it appears that so many things die, in actuality,
things are resting for the GREAT Spring reveal.
The International Seafarers’ Center is no different. God is on the
move; on the move Hallelujah. God is on the move in a mighty way!!
So many things are about to be revealed. Where do I start? Let’s start
with the outside and work in. If you have not been by our Newcastle
location, get ready for a big surprise. We have a beautiful, large, double
sided sign embossed with a lighthouse indicating that we are a beacon
of light to all who enter our ports. This sign came at no cost to the ISC.
Thank God for generous people. Also, the new, eye-popping landscape
that surrounds the sign was (except for the materials) donated by a loving friend from Remnant Church. How blessed we are!
Now to the inside. Thanks to the amazing generosity of an anonymous donor from the
Atlanta area, long needed and overdue renovations, building improvements and repairs have
begun at our Newcastle and CI locations. We are becoming an even more inviting respite for
our seafaring friends. The ISC will no longer be just a location but a DESTINATION!!!!!
Now to even more opportunistic reveals. Robert is always asking for more
volunteers and his wish came true!! During the last several months many wonderful, new volunteers joined our already
awesome family. Robert even made the
statement that all he has time for lately is
training new volunteers. LOL! Be careful
what you ask for Robert; you just may get
it. Of course, volunteers are ALWAYS
needed and now, as our wonderful snowbirds take flight, is a great time to join our
ranks.
Our realization of a Chaplaincy program is coming closer to fruition. We are
in the final stages of the grant process.
Please keep this in your prayers. Truly we
are Taking Christ to the Nations!!! We
have tested and seen that indeed the Lord
is good!

Board of Directors

William B. Dawson
President
George Yarborough
Vice President
James Vivenzio
Treasurer
Rick Haines
Secretary
Ron Adams
Robert Graham
Norman Haft
Matthew Henderson
Bradley Hoyt
Redonnia Jackson
Capt. Phillip Kempton
Jack McConnell
Robert Miller
Rev. Becky Rowell

ISC Staff
Vicki West
Executive Director
Robert Randall
Director of
Volunteer Services
Sherry Conner
Office Administrator
Doris Wadd
Asst. Volunteer
Coordinator
Linda & Rick Haines
Store Keepers
Clay Hoffman
Store Mngr. Asst.
Myles Kilby
Finance
Administrator
Joan Samuelson
Newsletter Editor

LIVE LOCAL-REACH NATIONS

Published by

Blessings,
Vicki

PREMIER
PRINTING

ISC Seafarers’ Log

Page 3

New Sign And Landscaping
By Vicki West
Come by and enjoy the beautiful new sign and gorgeous landscaping at the ISC, 307 Newcastle Street, Brunswick, GA.
Thank you to the organization that donated the sign and to Judy Wolfe who donated her time resulting in
this amazing garden of color. Truly we are more than just a location; we are becoming the DESTINATION!!
Shown (see right) are some crew off the Morning Courier
(Romania, Bulgaria and the Philippines are represented in this
photo.). Come and be a volunteer and/or a financial partner and
make a DIFFERENCE around the world!!

Helping to prepare the site for the new landscaping,
L to R: Ray Scott, Rick Hindery and Bob Walton

L to R: Bob Walton and Rick Hindery

Judy Wolfe...check out her garden of color

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!!
Have a passion for the maritime life? Enjoy learning about world
cultures? Like making new friends?
Call us at 912-267-0631 to find out how you can be involved in
our mission.
Volunteer or Donate, we need your support. Please call 912-2670631 today!
(912) 267-0631

www.seafarerscenter.org
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A Tour of the Vessel TITANIA
(and the correspondence it engendered)
ISC Volunteer Bob Walton and guests were given a
tour of the Titania. Following is the correspondence
between Bob and the Titania Tour guide, Paul
Roper. Enjoy!
From: Bob Walton
Sent: 23 March 2018 21:34
To: Paul Roper
Subject: Titania tour
Hi Paul,
Thanks so much for the ship tour yesterday. I've
been on a few tours in the past, and by far, the one
yesterday was the best. I don't think the 4 people with me knew how lucky we were to have (1) a
tour guide fluent in English and (2) a person who really knew the ship and spent so much time with us. It
was just great!!
My wife and I will be leaving next Friday for our
home in upstate New York. We will be back to
Georgia next Jan., Feb., and March 2019. We spend
the 3 months in GA to escape New York's winter. When we come back I'll again volunteer for the
International Seafarers Center (ISC). It was my work
with the ISC which allowed me to be part of the
tour. Anyone requesting this type of tour must be
escorted by someone with GA Port Authority credentials, which we ISC volunteers have. I would like to
stay in touch with you in case, by chance, you end up
on a ship docking in Brunswick next Jan., Feb., or
March. I have friends who would love to have a tour
led by you. So I hope you don't mind me saying "Hi"
every so often.
Stay safe at sea and my best regards.
Bob Walton

Amazon Smile
Don’t forget to select the
International Seafarers' Center
as your supported charity when you shop
at:

www.smile.amazon.com

From: Paul Roper
Date: Tue, Mar 27, 2018 at 3:42 PM
Subject: Re: Titania tour
To: Bob Walton
Hi Bob,
Apologies for a slow reply, our internet hasn't been
allowing me access to my emails! You're more than
welcome for the tour and I'm glad to hear you enjoyed
it so much - I had a great time showing you all around
too!
I'm very happy to stay in touch and it would be nice
if by coincidence I end up in Brunswick at the start of
next year. I'd also like to say a thank you to yourself
and all the volunteers at the ISC, it really makes a difference to have some friendly faces when you get into
port, and I wasn't exaggerating when I said that Brunswick had the loveliest volunteers I'd met anywhere in
the world.
I hope you enjoy the rest of your time in Georgia,
and I wish you safe travels back to your home.
Kind regards,
Paul
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Hamb-Diggity Dog Photo Gallery

Volunteer parties offer an opportunity to meet and converse with other volunteers, some of whom may not be
often seen because of working at different times at our
Centers.

Director of Volunteer Services Robert Randall (left)
prepares to do what he does best while others scramble
to get food before he eats it all!

Executive Director Vicki West converses with new
Board member Robert Miller. Read more about Mr.
Miller on the next page.

Volunteer Dan Lawton (left) brought 3 seafarers
from the M/V Tampa Bay (2 of them pictured here)
to enjoy the party with us.
(912) 267-0631

www.seafarerscenter.org
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VAN DRIVER TRIUMPH or…
No, The International Seafarers’ Center Van Did NOT Get Pulled Over for a Traffic Violation
By Gail Cowan
A few weeks ago, I
was driving two Indian
seafarers back to their
ship. As I was turning
from Altama to the
Spur there was a car
behind me and then
the blue lights of the
Georgia Highway Patrol. I didn’t think I
had done anything
wrong, but one never knows. I pulled over and
stopped.
The policeman went to the car behind me. He took
their documents, did his computer search in the patrol
car, and talked to the driver. Meanwhile I waited and
had no signal from the policeman. So there was the
big Seafarers van sitting with hundreds of cars whizzing
by, looking.
I kept thinking that if he didn’t want me he would
signal me on, but no. So, we sat there 10 minutes or
more. Eventually, the car drove off. Still we waited.

Finally, the officer approached, “Are you having some
trouble? Can I help you? Are you having car trouble?”
“No.” I replied. “I thought you had pulled me over,
too.”
The officer said he just wanted the car behind me.
(Deep sigh of relief followed from me.)
During the wait the Indians and I had a long conversation about how the police operate in India. Apparently, they often take the car keys and the driver is often
taken to jail even if he is telling the truth. They didn’t
have much nice to say about the police.
The Indians were impressed with how polite the
officer was. As I was leaving the men at their ship I
apologized again for how long this had taken. One of
them laughed and said, “We’ll we have a good story to
tell on the ship.”
So, no, the Seafarers van was not in a traffic violation. But Brunswick is small and news travels fast. I
decided I needed to tell Vicki and our Director, as
soon as I got home, in order to stop any gossip. Vicki
laughed and said she was glad to know.

Meet Robert Miller
By Sherry Conner
Robert Miller, or Bob as he prefers to be called, joined the International Seafarers’ Center Board of Directors
in March of this year. He is the retired President & CEO of International Auto Processing, Inc. Bob and his
wife Suzanne moved to the Hampton Point area of St. Simons Island seven years ago from San Pedro, CA. Sue
is a retired pediatric oncology RN. They have three adult sons: Drew
who lives in Historic Downtown Brunswick, Matthew who lives in Huntington Beach, CA with his family, and Jeremy and his spouse who live
in Honolulu, HI.
In his spare time, he enjoys traveling with Sue, shooting sporting
clays, playing golf, and doing a little bit of stained glass and glass fusing.
Having spent his entire 50-year career in the vehicle logistics industry, working for vehicle manufacturers and port processing companies,
he has seen first-hand the hardships of port personnel and seafarers
alike. His knowledge and experience will be of great benefit to the ISC
Board.
Bob says, “I am thankful for the opportunity to be a part of the International Seafarers’ Center, an organization that dedicates itself to
helping the thousands of seafarers who visit Brunswick each year.”

ISC Seafarers’ Log
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Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics (WWL)
delivers innovative and sustainable global
shipping and logistics solutions for manufacturers of cars, trucks, heavy equipment
and specialized cargo.

WANTED!!
Introducing Clay Hoffman

GOOD WINTER CLOTHING

By Sherry Conner

Our clothes closets for the seafarers
are in need of warm winter clothing,

Clay Hoffman is the newest
member of the International
Seafarers’ Center family. He
joins us as the Storekeepers’
Assistant at the Colonel’s
Island store. Clay began his
career as an investment advisor with Edward Jones Investments, later moving to
SunTrust investment services here in Brunswick. He
looks forward to using his 15
years of experience in financial services to help serve the needs of others and take
Christ to the Nations. He and his wife Emily have been
in Brunswick since 2010. They have 3 beautiful daughters, Claire, Callie, and Selah.

particularly heavy coats for men.
Bring your donations to our main Center at 307
Newcastle Street in Brunswick.
The seafarers will thank you.
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“Ocean going ships will always inspire young minds to raise
their head and look to the horizon and over the seas.”
Captain Jan Eriksson, Master of M/V AIDA

Risley Students Visit WWL
By Jack McConnell
Photographs provided by Jim Patrick
Coach Mike Davis‘s seventh
graders from Risley Middle School
(pictured at left) stood in awe of the
rows of gleaming cars parked at
Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics
(WWL) auto processing area on
Colonel’s Island Terminal. This
was their second trip to the port.
Their earlier trip provided them
with an informative tour of the entire terminal and the many activities
that take place daily.
This trip was unique because
they received an overview of the
WWL operation and company
philosophy. They learned the company’s trade routes, types of cargo, and capacity. They were shown pictures of
the larger ships now in operation and how their cargo capacity has grown. They also saw concept drawings of future ships now being built as well as solar powered ships which are beginning to be introduced into WWL’s
world-wide fleet.
There were discussions about ballast and the ecological impact it has on marine life, finding out that WWL is
an industry leader in caring for the sea
environment and its inhabitants.
During this visit, WWL representatives Matt Henderson and Ed Roden
provided an overview of the auto processor’s operations from balancing cargo to precisely parking automobiles
(about a hand-width apart) aboard RORO vessels.
WWL also gave the students an upclose look at luxury models from Land
Rover, Jaguar, Maserati, Aston Martin,
as well as Volvos and Subarus (see picture to the right). They marveled at the
technology in these vehicles and the “deep purring” sounds of their engines. This appeared to be the highlight of
the trip. “I had no idea so much happened in little old Brunswick,” said Kasey Davis.
Elainet Hernandez plans to put drawing skills to work for her end-of-school-year project, while Kasey Davis
and her partners will likely build a model car similar to the Maserati they saw on the tour. Several of the students
are now interested in maritime related fields because of their participation in this program.
(912) 267-0631
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SOUTHEAST GEORGIA HEALTH SYSTEM
A New Outlook on Life for Heart and Lung Patients
Since 1986, the Cardiopulmonary Rehabilitation Program on the Brunswick Campus has been helping patients improve their heart and lung function, physical stamina and overall health.
The program offers three phases. Phase I, which begins when a patient is hospitalized for a respiratory or
cardiac condition, includes symptom assessment, treatment options, coping strategies and educational sessions
on diet and nutrition. Once discharged, patients move into Phase II: a medically prescribed and monitored exercise and education program. When patients graduate from Phase II, they have the option to continue their
exercise routine in the maintenance program, known as Phase III. This phase offers patients the opportunity to
continue improving their health in a clinical setting, but with limited monitoring and supervision.
A typical exercise regimen with the program includes stretching, walking on a treadmill and indoor track,
light weights, and using cardiovascular equipment such as NuStep cross-trainers. "Short educational classes are
also included once per week, with topics ranging from nutrition and exercise to learning how to read prescription labels," says Teresa Glaude, RN., BSN, team leader, Cardiology. "Patients also meet with a dietitian before
completing 'the program."
Glaude proudly adds "Our Cardiac Rehabilitation and Pulmonary Rehabilitation Programs are designed to
help people who live with heart and lung conditions return to a better quality of life."
The Health System's Cardiac Rehabilitation Program is certified by the American Association of Cardiovascular and Pulmonary Rehabilitation. Cardiac and pulmonary rehabilitation are typically covered by insurance,
but physician referrals and copayments may be required. For more information, please call 912-466-1100.

Crew Visitor Training
By Robert Randall

A total of 35 ISC volunteers engaged in the annual Crew Visiting Training held on February 24 and 27. The
training covered every aspect of visiting aboard ships, which the ISC does on every vessel which comes to the
Port of Brunswick. We do so to share with the seafarers the services available to them and to learn from them
what they may need while in our Port.
Special volunteer trainings are held quarterly. The next one, on our new Point of Sale system, will be held
on May 24th.
(912) 267-0631
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ISC MISSION STATEMENT
The ISC mission is to provide seafarers with a safe harbor that they can call home. The ISC provides services that meet the spiritual, emotional,
physical and material needs of seafarers who visit the Port of Brunswick.

