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Butter Braid© Fundraiser

by Sherry Conner

Recently, the International Seafarers’ Center, with the help of Sweet T Fundraising, made delicious Butter 

Braid© pastries available for purchase in our community. Those who purchased the pastries received soft, 

flaky, hand-braided pastries stuffed with fruit, cinnamon, chocolate or cheese fillings, made with 100% real 
butter. We received a portion of the proceeds to further support our ongoing service to the seafarers who 
visit us locally. It was a win-win situation! 

Our fundraiser would not have been a success had it not 

been for The Pirates of the Spanish Main and our faithful 

volunteers, board members and friends who graciously 

agreed to help. They sold pastries, collected money and no-

tified their customers when their Butter Braids© arrived. 

What a team! THANK YOU! 

Overall, we had a very successful fundraiser, netting the 

ISC almost $800. If you missed this opportunity to purchase 

a scrumptious Butter Braid© pastry, stay tuned, we just 

might make them available again!  

Butter Braid 
Kathy McMinn and Sherry Conner
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      I’m sure we all remember singing the song, He’s got the whole world in His hands, 

He’s got the whole wide world in His hands and Jesus loves me this I know for the Bible 

tells me so. Now more than ever, we need to know and understand these truths, so we can 

facilitate FAITH over fear. 

     In the song, Jesus loves the little children, we are reminded that…red and yellow, 

black and white they are precious in His sight. This is why, at the International Seafarers’ 

Center, we minister to ALL of our seafaring friends no matter their race or religion. For 

God so loved…and so will we. All things for spiritual, material and physical needs and 

encouragement are provided by our staff of five and approximately 50 wonderful volun-

teers. 

In any given week, we receive into our port 40-50 ships. Each ship will have a crew of 

approximately 22 persons. Over 70 different countries are represented yearly. God has 

provided a very unique platform for Brunswick, Georgia, in that we are able to take the 

Gospel to the nations and never have to leave our beautiful city. The Lord has delivered 

the nations to our “doorstep” so to speak. So many of these men and women are away 

from their loved ones for many months at a time. We are a way for them to connect with 

families and friends via free Wi-Fi. Our clothes closets provide free clothing to seafarers 

in need. Our two stores are well-stocked with comfort foods, clothing, personal and

hygiene items. Our three vans provide transportation for medical visits, shopping and also 

eating at our local restaurants. Every year our wonderful seafaring friends spend between 

$300,000-$350,000 in our community. What a great boost to our economy! 

     As we continue to “normalize” 2021, we will put our hand to the plow and press on-

ward and upward for the kingdom of GOD to manifest here on Earth. WE will always 

show the love of GOD to everyone near and far by being the hands and feet of Jesus. 

Hence, we will continue to LIVE LOCAL-REACH NATIONS, one ship at a time. If you 

would like to enjoy the fulfilling call to missions but do not want to leave Brunswick, 

please call (912) 269-9230 and make an appointment with Peter Boyton to join our 

“family” of volunteers. 

Blessings,
Vicki
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INTERNATIONAL MARITIME DAY 2021 
 Vicki West 

International Maritime Day is a day when the world takes time to honor those serving and those that have 

served in the maritime industry. It was the privilege of the International Seafarers’ Center to sponsor this event 

on May 22, 2021 on the St. Simons Pier.

As the processional, led by the Brunswick High School NJROTC, made their way down the pier, many 

people, in reverence, turned from what they were doing and gave attention to what was going on. Scott 

Townley masterfully changed the atmosphere as the bagpipes piped out the Star Spangled Banner. 

When we reached the end of the pier, Pat Stokes welcomed everyone and introduced Retired Navy 

Chaplain, Larry Boyette, to deliver the invocation. As the sobriety of the moment heightened, the wreath was 

laid on the water by Jack and Jean-Earle McConnell and the bell from the Esso Baton Rouge, loaned by the 

Coastal Georgia Historical Society, rang out remembering the sinking of this ship and the lives lost that fateful 

day. 

As the bagpipes once again, to climax the end of the celebration, played Amazing Grace, the people dispersed 

but still in an attitude of reverence.    
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ISC and SGHS (Southeast Georgia Health System – the local hospital) began a penetrating collaboration at the 

beginning of June 2021.  I escorted three personnel from the hospital, two medical staff and a marketing 

representative, onto the small bulk carrier, Miranda, at Logistec Marine Terminal.  The owner of the ship, 

through the vessel’s shipping agent, requested that the crew receive the J & J single shot COVID vaccine.  

Thus began the latest adventure at International Seafarers Center. 

Since then the nurses from SGHS have 

vaccinated the crews of 17 different ships.  Only one 

adverse reaction took place with a crewman on a RoRo 

(roll-on, roll-off car ship) breaking out in a sweat and 
feeling nauseous, necessitating liquid and solid 

ingestion.  A captain on one of the earliest ships we 

visited with the vaccine informed me that he tried at 

two ports up north to have his crew vaccinated; the 

first said they would do it for $3200 and the second 

port told him $4100! The captain decided to try 

Brunswick instead, where the jabs are always free.

One ship was having problems with its main ramp 

when we arrived at the dock.  The medical staff had to make the perilous journey up the shaky steps to the 

small side door to board the ship. They were not happy.  Logistical problems plagued the collaboration at the 

beginning.  Since then, things have 

moved smoothly with crewmembers 

lining up for vaccinations.  Some de-

clined the experience and disappeared 

quickly.

Most cringed, smiled and then posed for Post Traumatic Syringe 
Display (PTSD) photographs. The things we at the International 
Seafarers' Center do for the crews of visiting seafarers are amazing. 
Are you ready to sign up for an ultimate local adventure? 

VACCINATED SEAFARERS 
By Peter Boyton 
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VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!! 

Have a passion for the maritime life?  Enjoy 
learning about world cultures? Like making new 
friends?

Call us at 912-267-0631 to find out how you can 
be involved in our mission.

Volunteer or Donate, we need your support. 
Please call 912-267-0631 today! 



(912) 267-0631  www.seafarerscenter.org 

ISC Seafarers’ Log Page  7 

REFLECTIONS OF A CONCIERGE SHOPPER 
by Linda Sanders

At a recent training session, Peter, Volunteer Director, asked if any volunteers would be willing to help with 

concierge shopping.  Concierge shopping is one way we help seafarers who cannot leave their ship due to pan-

demic restrictions.  They simply tell us what items they need with specific guidelines as to brand name, size, 

price, etc.  I raised a hand and offered to help.  Sure, I would enjoy spending other people’s money.   

My first shopping trip was slow, as I had numerous pages of pic-

tures and descriptions for items.  Too many pages to flip through 

continually.  Subsequent trips got easier as Peter developed a better 

system; he grouped the items into categories on a spreadsheet with a 

check off column.  Shopping also took less time as I became quite 

familiar with the aisles in our Super Walmart.  When my cart was 

full, I took the items to my vehicle and returned to fill another cart. 

Several trips to my vehicle were necessary in order to complete the 

shopping.  I received some interesting comments from other custom-

ers as I shopped.  “Looks like you’re having a party,” was a frequent 

comment.   

I have actually learned some valuable life lessons as a concierge 

shopper.  For example, I know that Planter’s peanuts are only found 

in the beer/wine aisle, while other brands can be found in several 

aisles.  Lays Staxx chips are not in the aisle with all the other chips. 

Navigating the electronics section requires the help of a sales associ-

ate.  I am becoming an expert on nutritional supplements.  Whey 

protein, anyone? 

I have learned to appreciate the sales associates who are willing to 

help me locate items.  Do you know where to  find Pocky Sticks, 

Happydent white gum, or 
Woodard's Gripe Water?

I do.  

Some of the trips have 
completely filled my vehicle 
with total amounts of nearly 
$1,000.00 spent. The 
seafarers definitely 
contribute to our 
community’s economy!
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Yup, that is the kind of night it was!  Seventy-six of our wonderful volunteers attended to be lauded by the 
Board of Directors for their outstanding service. In a room filled with people who had not seen each other 

for over a year (COVID), loud would describe the enthusiasm!! And of course with Peter, comical rhetoric

goes without saying.  However, the night would not have been a success except for the brilliant cookery of

Ron Adams, his expertise at the low country boil is masterful. Two of our board members, Pat Stokes and Bill 

Dawson, helped Ron with the final product. Peter acknowledged all volunteers present for their years of 

service. Rick and Linda Haines have the longest service at 22 years. Also, thank you to Gregg Wellstead and 

his lovely bride, Nancy, for overseeing the greeting and name tagging of the volunteers as they came in. What a 

wonderful “family” we are at the ISC.  

By Vicki West

More Low Country Boil photos on the following page... 
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SPECIAL DELIVERY
by Rick and Sharon Hindery

We have found that the COVID challenges of last year have disrupted our weekly Sunday morning stint 

at ISC. No longer has it been the visit with Captain and crew, assess their needs, host the crew members at 

the center, arrange shopping trips to Walmart and occasionally, other locations in the Golden Isles. The 
COVID has put almost all ships on quarantine lock-down. Rarely, were we invited up past the security 
station at the top of the ramp or gangway! The ISC’s adjustment to these constraints became an order 

form with an accompanying picture listing of snacks and personal items that we carry in our center on 

Colonel’s Island. We would leave the list and return a few hours later with the idea that each seafarer could 
“order” items off the list and we would deliver them to the ship directly. We soon found that we were also 
making shopping runs to Walmart for other things that we do not carry. These included food items like 
donuts, sheet cakes, ice cream, chocolates, almond milk, as well as laundry detergent and a wide variety 
of vitamins and supplements.  In our new role as “personal shoppers,” we have also procured things like 
electric tooth brushes (pink), boxing gloves, portable speakers, large rice cooker, Mixmaster stand mixer 
(specifically in red), and Apple watches. We realized that many of these things were not really for the 
seafarer himself, but gifts for their families back home - things that are easier/cheaper to get here in the 
States. 

A few weeks ago, we had the privilege of meeting with a ship at Mayor’s Point, the Saga Viking, which 
had just arrived from Sweden, with its cargo of construction lumber – you know 2x4s and 2x6s - literally, 
a whole boatload of it! We actually were allowed on the ship and invited to the crew lounge for lunch. 
The Master arrived with his phone and asked me if we could get him some blackout curtains for his 
daughters' room. He was very specific. They were available on Amazon, but as we explained to him, 
there was no way we could guarantee that we would receive them before they left a few days hence…so 
sorry.                                                                                               Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10

We left the "concierge" form with the crew with the promise to return later in the day to pick it up. 
When we returned, the Captain asked if we could order the curtains and have them delivered 
to their agency in Florida. They would be there in a week…should be enough time to get 
them in the promised delivery window. He then showed us a picture of his two beautiful girls. Ok, 
so we agreed and he gave us the shipping address. We said we would return the next day after 
ordering to collect the money and give him the delivery information. When we returned, we found 
several other guys that wanted specific things that were only available online. They also wanted 
them shipped to the agency’s location. When we asked why they did not ask sooner, we were told 
that at other ports, they would get visited and sold some SIM cards and then that was the last they 
saw anyone.  They didn’t think that someone would actually try to get them what they were 
looking for. So, when we later returned, they released their pent up desires and requests flowed in.  
We took the challenge to heart and found them what they wanted - everything from vitamins, 
Apple watches, a gaming computer, computer games, wireless speaker, head phones, to a laser 
beam party light…and much more. It turns out that they wanted to just have a party on board to 
break the monotony of COVID. For all of this, they paid us in cash, with the understanding that if 
there was a problem with a delivery or such, we would not be able to help. They trusted us and 
in God that this would all work out and thankfully it did. We must say, we were a bit nervous!  
About a week later, we got an email from the Master. When they arrived in Florida, all items 
ordered arrived in time and were waiting for them – including the party lights. We are now 
looking forward to a message with a picture of the party!  

SPECIAL DELIVERY
by Rick and Sharon Hindery
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The ISC mission is to provide seafarers with a safe harbor that they can call home. The ISC provides services that meet the  
spiritual, emotional, physical and material needs of seafarers who visit the Port of Brunswick. 




