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PROJECT BEAUTIFUL 
By John Bryson 

       After taking a break for a couple of years due to Covid, First 

Baptist St. Simons celebrated Neighbor Day again in 2022. On 

May 7, 2022, three groups of volunteers were put to work at 
different locations. My group went to the International Seafarers’ 

Center to do some weeding and planting. 

     Our focus was 

on the front of the 

Center, especially 

the foundation 

planting and the 

large flower bed. 

According to re-

ports, the above-

mentioned flower-

bed has been a real 

“show stopper” in 

the past. With just 

a little TLC and a 

lot of sweat equity, 

we were sure we 

could bring it back. 

     Glenda and Ken 

Kessler, Bob and 

Lee Humm and 

myself were the 

ones sweating to 

the “oldies”. The 

flowers and mulch 

were purchased, by 

our group, at Ace garden center on St. Simons Island.

      With rain from above, irrigation and a little fertilizer, the flower 

bed will be well worth driving by slowly, for folks from near and 

far!!! 

International Day
of the Seafarer

MV Salome  receives 
Amazon packages
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CHOOSE THIS DAY WHOM YOU WILL SERVE…. 

AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE… 

WE WILL SERVE THE LORD 

Joshua 24:15 

    In these days of supply chain abnormalities, extreme gas price 

increases and baby food shortages, Covid-19 remnants and now 

monkey pox, the International Seafarers’ Center will not 

waiver from our focus to deliver the only true answer to 

all the World’s “crises” by continuing, unapologetically, to 

take Christ to the Nations. With 50-70 nations represented by 

the ships coming into port yearly, we do this one vessel at a time. In this ever changing 

environment there is one thing that changes not, Jesus Christ! He is the same 

yesterday, today and forever. As we share the Gospel of Love with all seafarers, 

regardless of race or religious belief, we have seen comfort spreading among some of our 

seafaring friends. 

     This mission would not advance but for the tenacity and love of our small volunteer 

group, whose complete dedication to serving our seafarers is heartwarming to me. No mat-

ter what obstacle may present itself, the volunteers step up and go beyond what is asked. 

     I have been the Executive Director for five years, and in that time, we have had four 

store managers and three directors of volunteers. Sometimes it takes time to get it right, but 

we now finally have such an amazing staff and volunteer group that make the ISC the suc-

cessful 501(c)(3) non-profit that it is.  So a huge THANK YOU to you all!! 

     As these long hot summer days continue, we are in need of some really great people 

who want to take Christ to the Nations and make a difference in the lives of 11,000-14,000 

wonderful seafarers that God brings to our ports annually. Come aboard for your journey 

of a lifetime.  Stop by 307 Newcastle St, Brunswick or call 912-267-0631. I am excited to 

see who God brings to hop aboard and enjoy the ride. 

Live Local-Reach Nations 
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  Serving others brings a lot of joy, and sometimes adventures 

galore!  On the morning of January 10 th, I received a call from 

Shawn, a crewmember on the Capt. Latham tug tied up at 

Mary Ross Park, requesting transportation from Walmart back 

to his tug.  Shawn was shopping for the tug’s crew and when he 

realized how much food he had, he knew he would need more 

than one Uber - too expensive! Then he remembered the Sea-

farers’ Centers and looked our number up.  I picked him and 

his large grocery order up and delivered all to the tug.  “Hmm, 

should I?” I thought.  “How about a tour of the boat?”  I re-

ceived one.  Capt. Latham is a twin-screw 6860 horsepower 

tug.  Real wood adorns a lot of the interior, which is unique for 

a working tug.  That evening I went to Mayor’s Point to shoot 

the tug with my camera in the air on the line of a kite. KAP or Kite Aerial Photography is what I do.  The tug 

was casting off its lines at the dock when I pulled up. 

     I put the kite up anyway and captured the tug hooking up to and then towing one of the Golden Ray dry dock 

barges back to Louisiana.  I thought that was it.  After work on January 31st, I was checking my usual spots for 

flight possibilities, and there was the Capt. Latham tug back 

at the docks at Mary Ross Park.  A diver showed up to in-

spect the bottom of the tug, which lost all its engine cooling 

water while trying to hook up to the last dry dock barge over 

in the river close to Colonel’s Island.  The diver found a 14’ 

gash along the bottom of the boat, which punctured the en-

gine cooling water system, but not the hull.  Dry dock repairs 

would be necessary; the work was scheduled at a shipyard in 

Jacksonville, Florida for the following week.      

     Shawn was still on the tug and I met the captain, Wally. I 

went on board again and this time climbed to the crow’s nest.  

I captured the USS Savannah heading up the East River to 

dock at the north end of Mayor’s Point on February 2nd, so 

now I had two interesting ships to shoot.  Wally and I chatted 

a few times during the ensuing week and I arranged with him 

to go to the shipyard in  Jacksonville to shoot the dry-docking 

of the Capt. Latham.  I drove down to the shipyard on Feb-

ruary 8th and the harbormaster told me no kite flying or aerial 

recording is permitted in the shipyard.  

Service Has Its Rewards  

continued on page 4...  

SERVICE HAS ITS REWARDS 

by Peter Boyton 

SERVICE HAS ITS REWARDS   

by Peter Boyton  
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Service Has Its Rewards continued... 

     Wally invited me to come aboard the tug when it sailed 

between the sides of the submerged dry dock and then 

rose up out of the water. 

     I made two more 

trips down to the ship-

yard; problems with 

the dry dock preclud-

ed lifting the tug out of 

the water.  On the 

third attempt, I was aboard when the tug made it onto the submerged dry 

dock.  It ended up being an all-day experience and I captured it in person 

aboard the tug from up in the crow’s nest.  The two fixed pitch four-bladed 

propellers under the tug are huge, 126” in diameter by 122” long.  Each 

propeller is in a kort nozzle, which dramatically increases the power the propellers produce. 

     The Capt. Latham tug returned to Brunswick after the repair in Jacksonville, hooked up to the final dry dock 

barge and towed it to Louisiana.  I did not see the tug this time.  On March 17th, I received a text from Wally. 

He was now on the Elsbeth III headed for Jacksonville, Florida from Texas towing the USS Orleck DD-886, 

which is going to be the main attraction at the new Jacksonville Naval Museum at the old St John’s Landing. 

     Saturday March 26th, I headed down to Jackson-

ville to the docks at Metropolitan Park to captured 

the Elsbeth III towing the old destroyer down the St. 

Johns River.  A fireboat came by first spraying water 

into the air, followed by the tug and the old warship, 

and many spectator boats.  I later joined the crew on 

the Elsbeth III and helped them disconnect their 

towing chain from the Orleck.  Wally invited me to go for a ride on the tug to the company’s office at Green 

Cove Springs.  One of the crew drove my car and I rode on the tug.  The journey downriver took just over three 

and a half hours.   

     The Elsbeth III is a triple screw 5000 horsepower tug that recently freed the VB 10000 from the mud down 

in Mexico.  Elsbeth III was designed and built by Latham Smith and is very different from most tugs, it too has 

beautiful wood paneling inside and even has a bow thruster.  Elsbeth III and Capt. Latham are part of the Smith 

Maritime fleet, which Latham Smith started and still runs.   I met the 82-year-old Latham at the shipyard in   

Jacksonville when the tug named after him was being repaired.  He is a legend in the tug towing and salvage 

world and does tow and rescue jobs all over the world.  Here is a link to an interesting read about Latham and 

his life in this 2010 article from the New Yorker Magazine:  https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2010/04/19/

towheads 

     A telephone call for grocery transport led to meeting some unique characters and a wonderful adventure on 

multiple tugs with some great photographs to remember it all by.  You never can tell what our service to the   

seafarers of the world will bring your way.  You ready to volunteer?    Any ships to visit?    
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     Group-training sessions took 
place on the above noted days.  No 
training or volunteer only interac-
tions have taken place since March 
2019 when the invisible Covid brat 
exposed itself and crawled into 
peoples’ lives.  Since that time, 
much has happened, and changed, 
in the way we interact with our 
target population.  Due to the 
many changes, the ISC manage-

ment decided to endeavor to get all the volunteers on the same mat, so we could all float off together and not 
be grounded by some poor unenlightened soul holding us down. 

     Attendance was excellent on both days, and two humdrum sessions transpired with a great deal of hot air 
lifting us ever so slightly off the ground. A follow-up flight lesson will be held for all qualified volunteers soon.  
Training addressed many of the new anomalies extant in our old procedures for serving the seafarers who visit 
the Brunswick Port.  No more bridge visits; all crew visits, until fairly recently, have taken place in the hot air 
blowing off the RoRo’s main stern decks.  Noise has been a challenge, as well as the tornado rushing out 
of the ship’s internals.   Fortunately, volunteers only lost three wigs and five toupees during the past 27 months.  
Two of the eight volunteers quit due to un-covid complications, the remaining six replaced their covers. 

     The store has been flooded with seafarers or suffering from drought conditions.  Our storekeeper has 
added all kinds of replacement products due to supply chain issues; there were no takers at the training for free 
roasted, toasted seaweed!  The weather is improving for the store and more seafarers are flowing in. Drought 
conditions are abating.   The wonderful concierge sheets are now totally dysfunctional and passé. “Get off the 
ships, please”, is what we encourage and want.  Multiple volunteers have stepped off the shopping cliff 
and purchased all kinds of things they never even knew existed, a HUGE THANK YOU to each of the cliff 
jumpers. 

     Please completely fill the forms for driving and visiting with illegible scribbles to give our data collector 
some challenging things to do.  No vans have disappeared or experienced intimate encounters with other 
vehicles or property.  Sadly, a nocturnal visitor converted the old Ford van into a raucous barking rascal 

banned from Port (no DUI allowed) or street work. The deci-
mated vehicle now wallows in self-pity with no spark.  The 
ISC bank groans audibly each time a vehicle requests liquid 
replenishment.  Some volunteers commented positively on 
the training.  Pastor Bob blessed us with his presence at 
both sessions and informed all that he is the ISC Chaplain. 
Many volunteers expressed surprise in response to his proc-
lamation;  I wonder why. Does it have something to do with 
his diminutive size or decorous personality?  Welcome 
aboard, Bob. 

ISC TRAINING 

June 14 and 15 
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Did you know, that in America, 90% of everything that we use in some form, at some time, is brought

across the oceans? The men and women aboard the ships do not get the recognition they so deserve. So, in 

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF THE SEAFARER 
By Vicki West 

honor of these brave seafarers, June 25th is set aside as a day to do just that.

     This year, we had a ship at Colonel’s Island (CI), MV RCC Amsterdam, 

and one at Mayor’s Point (MP), MV Sampogracht. The volunteers working at

CI were Wendy and

Bob Reilly. They 

delivered a cake with

Happy Seafarers’ Day 

written on it to the 

Captain. The surprise 

can be seen on his 

face. 

The volunteer at MP,

Glenn Hoffman gave
24 cupcakes to the 

ship's captain and a 
crewmember.  Again,

they were delighted 

somebody thought of 
them. THANK YOU 
to our volunteers for 

the delivery and to all

the seafarers making

our lives easier. God 

Bless you all. 
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SOUTHEAST GEORGIA HEALTH SYSTEM 
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      The Captain of the MV Salome sent an email to ISC asking if he 

and his crew could order items on Amazon and have them delivered 

to our street address, then brought aboard the vessel when it docked in 

Brunswick.  We replied in the affirmative and a slew of items began 

arriving. 

     The ship arrived and I loaded the van and delivered the items to 

the ship.  The Salome is one of four ships in the Mark V class; all 

owned by Wallenius, they are currently the largest RoRo ships in the 

world.  All of the ships are 265 m long, and as such are 33% longer 

than the majority of RoRo ships that are about 200 m in length.  MV 

Salome has only eight decks and transports heavy RoRo cargo.

The chief mate came down to meet me and pick up the packages.  He and the captain were both born in

Burma, which became Myanmar.  Captain has since moved to Singapore and become a citizen of that land.  

The third mate on the ship is a female from the Philippines.  Captain gave me a tour of the bridge and the

accommodation and admin upper decks of the ship.  The ship is an older ship and has a lot of original artwork

on the walls throughout the bridge, office, mess rooms for crew and officers and other public rooms.  Captain 

told me of a Norwegian woman, connected to the original family that started Wallenius, who travels the world 

looking for art to place in the ships.  She personally places each piece on the walls of each ship and then 

photographs the location.  Captain told me that if you want instant dismissal from employment with 

Wallenius, move one of the paintings or art pieces to a different location! 

I sent an email to the Captain thanking him for his time and he responded: 

“Good day Sir,  
    Many thanks for your visit and all your kind help to Seafarers.  We really appreciate it.  I have extended 
your message regarding late package delivery to my friends, will follow up accordingly. Thanks again and 
hope to see you again soon.” 

 MV SALOME RECEIVES AMAZON PACKAGES 

Salome ramp with the third officer and crew... Amazon packages delivered... 

MV Salome's extra-wide ramp
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     I had the privilege of visiting the Nord Singapore 

on the day they tied up at Logistec. However, it being 

a new ship (launched Jan 10, 2022), the entire crew 

was very busy preparing for a Coast Guard inspection 

the next day. The captain, Ronolfo D. Persona, and I 

had a short chat and he promised me a proper visit, 

and lunch two days later, but Peter managed to foul

that up by arranging for Covid vaccinations at the

same time as my lunch date.     

The captain gave

me a great tour of 

this new bulk ship. It 

was built in China 

and delivered by a 

Chinese crew to Ja-

pan where the cur-

rent crew had been 

quarantining from 

Dec. 15 until Jan. 10.

    The Nord Singapore sailed to West Africa, then to 

Spain. The previous port was in Brazil where it picked

up a load of salt from a desalination plant for Brunswick. 

     I wondered how the crew became familiar enough 

with this ship to jump on board and sail away. The cap-

tain explained that the crew, during their quarantine, was 

Zoom-ing with the builder and studying videos of the

ship and its machinery. Thus the captain and crew were 

very comfortable taking over this new ship.  

Of course the Singapore has all of the latest elec- 
tronic equipment and 

not even a place to 

store paper charts. On 

the bridge, I noticed 

some old fashioned 

navigation tools. Cap-

tain Ronolfo said they 

were used for cutting 

paper and making 

notes. Another item of 

interest on this Hi-Tec ship was in the chief mate's

office. It consisted of a brass container with a long 

rope attached. That item is used along with a hy-

drometer to measure salinity, which in turn is used 

to gauge loading capacity in the harbor. As I was 

leaving, the chief was busy attaching a GoPro 

camera to a long shaft so they could view the 

lower hull of the ship without going into the water.  

 Captain Ronolfo must have quite a 

reputation as this is the fourth ship he has picked  
up from the builder to take on its maiden voyage.

     The crew on the ship will all serve nine month 

contracts, which means there will be an entire crew 

turnover in September, except either the captain or 

1st officer and the chief and 2nd engineer. They will 

stay behind for a week or two to orient the 

new crew. Although I did not have lunch with the

captain, he gifted me a Spanish candy bar, a 

Chinese Coke and Sprite.  

     It was amazing to 

tour a bulk cargo ship 

with such brightly 

painted decks and 

new clean lines.    
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International  
Seafarers’ Center 

ISC MISSION STATEMENT 
The ISC mission is to provide seafarers with a safe harbor that they can call home. The ISC provides services that 

meet the  spiritual, emotional, physical and material needs of seafarers who visit the Port of Brunswick. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED!! 

Have a passion for the maritime life? 
Enjoy learning about world cultures? 

Like making new friends?      

Call us at 912-267-0631 to find out how you 
can be involved in our mission.      

Volunteer or Donate, we need your 
support. Please call today! 

Open camera and scan QR code for 
more information.




